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Admissions predicts 2021-22 boom
Gap years, lax testing requirements set to boost incoming enrollment

B Y A VERY S TRYCHASZ
6WDৼ:ULWHU
The Office of Admissions
is hoping that its unorthodox strategy to work around
COVID-19 will pay off as the
May 1 admissions deadline
approaches.
This year brought one of
the largest first-year classes to Xavier’s campus. Now,
there is a lot of speculation
regarding what the Class of
2025 will look like.
The national admissions
deadline is May 1, so while
the impact of this year’s admission trends cannot be fully
assessed, according to Dean
of Admissions Lauren Parcell, colleges and universities
across the nation have seen an
increase in the number of applications.
There are two main factors
influencing this uptick.
First, many students of the
high school graduating class
of 2020 took a gap year due
to the uncertainty of the college climate during the pandemic. While this is true for
many universities, the major-

ity of applicants to Xavier for
Fall 2021 have been from the
graduating high school class
of 2021.
Second, many universities
applied a test-optional policy
due to COVID-19, which has
allowed high school seniors
to apply to schools that might
not have accepted them previously due to low standardized
test scores.
Xavier has not been immune to these changes. Parcell noted that admissions
has seen a slight increase in
the number of applications to
date.
According to Parcell, one
unique thing about the incoming class of 2025 is that they
have been heavily impacted by
COVID-19.
Having dealt with the pandemic since the middle of
their junior years, many students in the Class of 2025
have missed out on in-person
education, in-person school
resources and access to extracurriculars.
Xavier admissions has also
experienced the challenge of
students lacking access to
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;DYLHUKDVVHHQDQLQFUHDVHGQXPEHURIDSSOLFDQWVIRUWKHVFKRRO\HDU7KH2IÀFHRI$GPLVVLRQV
says that 2020 pandemic-driven gap years as well as fewer standardized test requirements have contributed.

standardized tests, including
both the ACT and the SAT.
However, Xavier accounted for this last year, altering
admissions policy to become
test-optional.
Another challenge other universities faced was the
access to admissions tools
such as tours. In the face of
COVID-19, many universities opted to cancel in-person
classes and activities or close
down campuses.
On the contrary, Xavier
has made in-person tours a
crucial part of Xavier’s admission strategy. Hiring over
85 student ambassadors, the
Office of Admissions relied
on these students to be the
face of Xavier for prospective
first-years.
The interaction between
student ambassadors, incomPhoto courtesy of @xuadmissions via Instagram
ing students and parents is a
$;DYLHUÀUVW\HDU DERYH FHOHEUDWHVWKHLUFRPPLWPHQWWR;DYLHU key factor in how Xavier has

attracted potential students in
the college decision process.
Along with traditional
tours, the Office of Admissions has hosted a new event
for potential students every
Saturday and Sunday called
Explore XU.
The program was rolled
out at the beginning of the
spring semester. The Office
of Admissions intends to allow students to experience
Xavier’s campus in person
while still adhering to campus
social distancing guidelines.
“Because of COVID-19, we
had to get creative with our
campus visitors,” Director of
Territory Management Lindsey Stellar said.
“(Explore XU) is a socially-distanced way to give
prospective students the opportunity to come to campus
and meet current students,”
Steller added.

“We work with students in
a way I don’t think they find
at other colleges they may
be considering,” Parcell said.
She credited this both to the
work of student ambassadors
and the Jesuit values that the
Xavier community is built
upon.
Although unable to give
specific numbers until the
May 1 deadline passes, Parcell stated that their strategy has proven effective with
the incoming first-year class.
With the application deadline
still being open, Xavier has already amassed a large group
of committed students. So far,
the incoming class represents
33 states.
With a long-term enrollment plan in place, the admissions office is still at work
finding the perfect prospective Xavier students for the
Class of 2025.
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“Justice for all,” King-Kaiser says

Several campus groups hold speaking event in wake of Chauvin conviction
er community to mourn and
allow grief to fuel action towards the pursuit of social
justice.
King-Kaiser acknowledged
that “the road to change is
long, difficult and winding”
as “too many communities are
traumatized.” She pointed to
Xavier’s Jesuit values and the
need for understanding.
Dr. Norm Townsel, teaching professor in the Department of Counseling, stressed
that members of the Xavier
community cannot afford to
simply wait for good to overcome; rather, individuals must
be actively involved in the
struggle between good and
evil.
Newswire photo by Alex Budzynski
“I believe that the students
Speakers addressed the crowd that gathered below the St. Ignatius of
/R\ROD VWDWXH WR UHÁHFW RQ WKH FRQYLFWLRQ RI WKH 'HUHN &KDXYLQ WULDO will be the ultimate force for
Center for Faith and Justice change. Where they decide as
B Y C HLOE S ALVESON
(CFJ), opened the event with a community to put their en6KRZ0DQDJHU
a quote from Ben Crump, the ergies and will have lasting
Xavier students, faculty lawyer of the Floyd: “Justice impact. I believe it is crucial
and staff congregated yester- for Black America is justice that we organize young people
day afternoon on the Academ- for all of America.”
to become politically engaged
ic Mall for Xavier Together,
King-Kaiser
mentioned and to vote,” Townsel said.
a community gathering to that the shooting of Timothy
Senior Isabella Serna, presmourn the lives lost due to Thomas that inspired the Cin- ident of HOLA also spoke,
racial violence and promote cinnati riots of 2001 which about LatinX culture. Serna
justice.
took place about five miles reflected on the importance
Rev. Abby King-Kaiser, di- from Xavier’s campus.
of unity as she explained that
rector of the Dorothy Day
She prompted the Xavi- students, faculty and staff

alike must gather to honor the
lives lost, amplify the voices
that are not heard and come
together with love and compassion to foster inclusion.
English professor Bethany
Lam encouraged attendees to
channel their pain and anger
stirred by racial trauma into
something good.
She shared a personal anecdote, which emphasized the
recent spa shootings in Atlanta and the conversations cultivated in her classroom regarding Asian American hate
crimes.
This resulted in a restorative healing that Lam believes highlighted the significance of grieving together.
Lam underlined that pain
matters and should, in turn,
elicit testifying, rallying, protesting and more in order to
bring about change.
Student Government Association first-year Sen. David
Reeves stressed the obligation
to join as one voice to speak
for those who have been silenced and stand together all
for one and one for all. All humans, Reeves noted, deserve
the right to life.
Reeves called for the com-

munity to strive to erase the
line of segregation.
“It starts with every single
person’s individual interactions every day, specifically
how they get out of bed and
how they decide to treat everyone. I think at this university, there is a large group of
people who wake up every day
wanting to use those Jesuit
values of inclusion,” Reeves
stated.
Senior Audrey Calloway
offered a final reflection on
finding strength in diversity,
collaboration and solidarity.
In light of the Derek Chauvin verdict, Calloway noticed
the small step towards justice and her moment of relief,
along with the necessity of
addressing the pain and the
need for further action.
Tala Ali, the Muslim chaplain for the CFJ, closed with a
prayer.
“I think (the community gathering) provided
like-minded people an opportunity to come together and
support one another in the
difficult work of expanding
justice and equity for all. We
need each other,” Townsel
added.

Bellarmine Chapel premieres documentary film

3KRWRFRXUWHV\RI%HOODUPLQH&KDSHORQ<RXWXEH

'LUHFWRU0DUWLQ'REOPHLHUGLVFXVVHVKLVÀOPAbraham Joshua Heschel:
Spiritual Audacity, in front of an audience at a Bellarmine panel.

B Y M ORGAN M ILES
6WDৼ:ULWHU

Bill Madges, chair of Xavier’s Theology Department
moderated a panel discussion
on monday about the film
Spiritual Audacity: The Abraham Joshua Heschel Story. On
Monday.
Before the panelists began,
Madges provided background
information about Abraham
Heschel.
“Heschel was an impactful,
spiritual and religious leader during the second half of
the 20th century,” Madges

said. “He distinguished himself both as a scholar and as
an outspoken advocate for the
civil rights movement in the
1960s.”
Adam Clark, an associate
professor of theology at Xavier, kicked off the panel.
Clark recalled integrating
Heschel into his courses about
faith and justice with themes
of the prophetic, and recognized a favorable response
from his students.
For the panel, Clark focused on the relationship between Heschel and Martin
Luther King Jr.

“I’m looking at the way the
biblical story of the Exodus is
being read and reinterpreted
in the modern era,” Clark explained.
Rabbi Jonathan L. Hecht
of Hebrew Union College followed Clark’s presentation.
Hecht explained that Heschel spent five years in Cincinnati teaching at Hebrew
Union College, and the experience changed Heschel’s life.
Julius Morgenstern, president of Hebrew Union College at the time, knew the
threat of European hurt
during the rise of the Nazis
and set out to save as many
Jewish scholars and students
as possible — one of them being Heschel.
Rabbi Jennifer Lewis, interfaith program director and
Jewish chaplain at Xavier, discussed how the film and Heschel’s work resonated with
her.
“As a Rabbi on the Xavier campus, in February this
year… We came together as
a community of many colors
and a community of many
faiths. We came together to
stand up. At that moment, I
drew from Rabbi Heschel and
his statements about the evilness of racism,” Lewis said.
Fr. Albert Mascia of the
Franciscan Friars was asked
to discuss relevant and meaningful aspects of the film or
Heschel’s life.
The director of the film,
Martin Doblmeier, finished
off the panel discussion.

Doblmeier explained that
the goal of his film was to
teach people outside of the
religious world and in mainstream America about Heschel and why he remains important for us today.
He believes it is valuable to
keep people like Heschel alive
by learning more about them
and their work.
During the question and
answer segment, a student
asked Hecht about the surviv-

ing legacy of Heschel in an
institution and where that can
be seen.
“He saw this intense presence of God in the Black
church,” Hecht said, of Heschel. “He really felt the actual
presence that God plays in the
lives of believers, and it was
very strongly pronounced
with Martin Luther King Jr.”
The entire panel discussion
is available on the Bellarmine
Chapel YouTube channel.

April 19, 2021
Student Government
Association Meeting Recap
C OURTESY OF C HLOE S ALVESON

 The student organizations budget
was approved by the Senate.
 The Student Rights and Identity
Committee plans to meet with Assistant Director of Orientation &
Transition Elizabeth Rumball regarding Manresa and GOA.
 Sen. David Reeves and Sen. Andrew Torti are tentatively planning a field day in the Xavier Yard
for the beginning of the 2021 fall
semester.

U.S. & World News

@xaviernewswire
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Uighurs face human rights abuses

While China denies accusations, U.S. and U.N. officials cite forced labor camps
B Y S OPHIE B OULTER AND
M O J UENGER
6WDৼ:ULWHUDQG:RUOG
1HZV(GLWRU

Recent revelations of China’s treatment of the Uighur
population in the Xinjiang region have prompted criticism
from rights groups across the
globe.
Annexed by the country
in 1949 and theoretically autonomous, Xinjiang still faces
major restrictions by the central government.
The Uighurs, a mostly-Muslim ethnic group, make
up approximately half of Xinjiang. A recent mass migration of Han Chinese, China’s
ethnic majority, to the Xinjiang region has made some Uighurs wary that their autonomy is being threatened.
Anti-Han sentiment in Xinjiang emerged in the 1990s,
causing occasional violence.
Increased security has minimized dissent in recent years
through the implementation
of an extensive surveillance
network. This network, made
up of police, frequent checkpoints and facial recognition
software through cameras is
believed to have given officials
greater authority over the Uighurs.
Recent reports and allegations against China cite forced

3KRWRFRXUWHV\RIÁLFNUFRP

866HFUHWDU\RI6WDWH$QWKRQ\%OLQNHQDQGVHYHUDOFRPPLWWHHVLQWKH8QLWHG1DWLRQVDOOHJHWKDW&KLQDLVFRPPLWWLQJJHQRFLGHDJDLQVWWKH8LJKXUV

labor, sterilization and crimes
against humanity directed
toward the Uighurs. According to the allegations, China
has employed these actions to
suppress the Uighur population.
“Re-education
camps,”
which have been likened
by human rights groups to
concentration or detention
camps, have emerged in the
region. Over one million Uighurs have been detained in
these camps by Chinese officials in the past several years.
Satellite images show that the

construction of the camps
occurred between 2017 and
2018.
The images have shown
watchtowers and barbed wire
fences surrounding the camps.
As of 2020, there are believed
to be more than 380 camps in
Xinjiang.
Documents leaked to journalists in previous months,
including the “China Cables,”
have highlighted alleged
crimes inside Xinjiang. The
China Cables implied that the
camps were intended to be
managed like high-security

prisons, dispensing strict punishments to inhabitants.
Uighurs who have escaped
the camps report physical,
mental and sexual torture, including rape and forced labor.
U.S. Secretary of State Anthony Blinken believes China
is committing “genocide and
crimes against humanity” in
the Uighur camps, though
this language has been highly
controversial in foreign policy
groups.
The international convention has defined genocide as
the intent to destroy, in whole

or in part, a national, ethnic,
racial or religious group.
Chinese officials said that
these criticisms, as well as the
use of the term “genocide”
to describe their actions, are
baseless. The government has
denied the claims of human
rights abuses voiced by various world figures.
Statements from the Chinese government have labeled
the camps as “counter-terrorism” measures, adding that
they aim to prevent Islamic
extremism through their detention of Xinjiang Uighurs.

Ohio investigates UC death The Lighter Side

John Foley dies, social media suspects vaccine
B Y M ORGAN M ILES
6WDৼ:ULWHU
University of Cincinnati
medical studies student John
Foley was found dead by his
roommates on April 11. The
Ohio Department of Health
and the Hamilton County
Coroner Office are currently investigating the cause of
death.
On social media, Foley’s
death was connected to his
recent vaccination, as he died
one day after receiving the
Johnson & Johnson (J&J) vaccine. As of now, however, the
connections are purely allegations.
Officials say there is no direct evidence to confirm if
the J&J vaccine led to Foley’s
death.
Dr. Lakshmi Sammarco,
the Hamilton County coroner,
confirmed on Friday that the
cause of death has yet to be
determined.
“We don’t have any evidence to indicate that the vaccine was directly related to his
death,” Sammarco stated.
Last Tuesday, the Food
and Disease Administration
(FDA) paused the distribution
of the J&J vaccine due to rare
but potentially fatal instances
of blood clots.
Alongside the FDA, the
Centers for Disease Control

“The Rock” 2024, Stanley stans, burger bod
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and Prevention is investigating the six women ages 18
to 48 that experienced blood
clots due to the J&J vaccine
— one of whom has died.
Foley’s parents are not
granting interviews or taking
any media inquiries.
The family’s crisis communications consultant, Mark
Weaver, posted a public state-

ment with Micheal and Mary
Beth Foley asking for privacy
and patience.
“We know the doctors involved are doing their best,”
the couple wrote. “We must be
patient, and we ask everyone
else to be patient, too. John
was going to be a doctor, so
this is what he would want,”
they said.

3KRWRFRXUWHV\RIÁLFNUFRP
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EDITORIAL
Newswire Editorial Board
No justice, no peace.
Last summer, Newswire
published an editorial containing the names and information of unarmed Black
individuals who have been
killed by police since 2014. It
is a horrific but expected reality that our editorial, “Say
their names,” is now outdated.
This list was prompted by
the grim reality that Ma’Khia
Bryant, Daunte Wright and
Adam Toledo have become
the next Black Americans to
lose their lives at the hands of
police brutality.
In the midst of these injustices, the former Minneapolis

2020
Albert Lee Hughes
was killed on Jan. 15, 2020
in Lawrenceville, Ga. Officers claim Hughes was
“armed with a chair,” but no
body camera footage was
released.
Jaquyn O’Neill Light
was killed on Jan. 29, 2020.
He was 20 years old, known
to his friends and family as
“Beef ” and had four brothers and one sister.
Barry Gedeus
was killed on March 6,
2020. He was 27 years old
and described as a loving
man whose motto was “get
right with God.”
Donnie Sanders
was killed on March 12,
2020 in Kansas City, Mo.
He was 47 years old and
was described as protective
and fun to hang out with.
Mychal Johnson
was killed on March 20,
2020 in Tallahassee, Fla.
He was 31 years old and a

THE STAFF
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Say their names
police officer and murderer of
George Floyd was convicted
on all counts by a jury of his
peers on Tuesday. This conviction has demonstrated two
things. First, accountability is
attainable through months of
hard work, protestors, activists and advocates. Secondly,
achieving anything resemblant of justice is far more
difficult than it ought to be.
It should not take this
amount of hard work, self-endangerment and pure luck to
sentence one murderer. It remains an infuriating reality
that most police killings never
reach trial and, for those that
do, convictions remain elusive.
Thus, the Newswire Editorial Board has compiled
this list of unarmed Black

people in the U.S. who have
been killed by police since
May 2020. We have chosen
to include victims whose status as armed is questionable
and those who were “armed”
with items that are not weapons. Our information is drawn
from the Washington Post’s
Police Shooting Database.
We have focused our attention on Black victims because
Black people are killed at more
than twice the rate of White
people. At the same time, other minority groups are subject
to police brutality at disproportionately high rates. They,
like the many Black people on
this list, deserve justice.
Despite our criteria, we
wish to unequivocally state
that any and all killings at

the hands of police are unacceptable tragedies. Fleeing a
scene is not a death sentence.
Resisting arrest is not a death
sentence. Being armed is not a
death sentence.
As with last year’s list, we
have included information
about each victim to emphasize these are not merely
names, but people, and to memorialize their lives instead
of their deaths.
We acknowledge that this
list is incomplete and welcome additions. If any member of the Xavier community
would like a name added to
the list, please reach out to
newswire@xavier.edu.

graphic engineer. Johnson
enjoyed reading, playing
videogames and working
on the computer.

described as being in the
process of turning his life
around after jail time when
he was killed.

Fred Brown
was killed on April 23, 2020
in North Las Vegas, Nev.
He was 34 years old.

Robert D’Lon Harris
was killed on June 25, 2020
in Vinta, Okla. He was 34
years old. He was a loving
brother, son and uncle. His
family called him the life
of the party, someone that
knew no strangers and the
protector of his family and
friends.

was killed on Oct. 2, 2020.
He was driving with his
girlfriend and her two teenage daughters at the time
of his death.

Shaun Lee Fuhr
was killed on May 1, 2020
in Seattle, Wash. He was 24
years old and a father.
Maurice Gordon
was killed on May 23, 2020
in Bass River, N.J. He was
28 years old. Gordon was
studying chemistry at
Dutchess Community College. He was described as
a warrior and someone who
would lay his blood down
for others to stand.
Dion Johnson
was 28 when he was killed
on May 25, 2020 in Phoenix, Ariz. He was one of
five siblings and the father
to a 14-year-old daughter.
Johnson was described as a
“mama’s boy,” a music lover and was well-liked by
everyone he met. He was

Julian Edward
Roosevelt Lewis
was killed on Aug. 7, 2020.
He worked as a carpenter.
Lewis left a widow, Betty
Lewis, behind. “He was too
good to die as he did,” she
said.
Kurt Andras Reinhold
was 42 years old when he
was killed on Sept. 23, 2020.
He suffered from mental illness and was homeless at
the time of his death. His
family is fighting for justice
over his killing.
Mickel Erich Lewis
was 39 years old when he
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Say their names
Say their names.
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Jonathan Price
was killed on Oct. 3, 2020.
Price was 31 years old at
the time of his death, and
was trying to stop a domestic dispute. “He helped
everybody in his community and had a big heart and
spirit,” his mother said of
him.
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was 47 years old, had a passion for cooking and was
trained in hotel restaurant
management and culinary
arts. He was a loving father,
grandfather and uncle.
Amir Johnson
was killed on Aug. 6 2020.
He 30 years old and had
been mourning the death
of his fiancée.

Rayshard Brooks
was killed on June 12, 2020.
He was married for eight
Anthony Jones
years and had three daughwas killed on Oct. 12, 2020. ters and a stepson.
“He used to bring strays
home, and he used to play
Wilbon Cleveland
with his toys. I still rememWoodard
ber and envision him as that was killed on May 19, 2020
same lovable little boy,” his in Tallahassee, Fla. Woodaunt said of him.
ward was 69 years old
when he was killed. Police
Marcellis Stinnette
claimed he was armed, but
was 19 years old when he no details or body camera
was killed on Oct. 20, 2020. footage were ever released.
He was with his girlfriend
and the mother of his child,
Yassin Mohamed
who was also injured.
was suffering from a mental
health crisis at the time of
Andre Maurice Hill
his death on May 9, 2020.
was killed on Dec. 22, 2020
in Columbus, Ohio. Andre
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Say their names
Casey Goodson Jr.
was killed on Dec. 4, 2020 in
Columbus, Ohio. Goodson
was 23 years old, described
as a good man who worked
at Gap, loved his family and
being a big brother.

2021
Carl Dorsey III
was killed minutes into the
new year on Jan. 1, 2021 in
Newark, N.J. Dorsey was a
father to four children —
three biological and one
adopted — worked as a
trucker and was planning
to start a trucking business
named after his children.

Jenoah Donald
was 30 years old when he
was killed on Feb. 4, 2021
in Hazel Dell, Wash. His
mother and brother remember him as a loving
man who worked all his life
to overcome mental illness,
learning disorders and substance abuse. He liked to
come up with mechanical
projects and go camping.

Lynch loved basketball,
football, playing pool and
fashion. He was a volunteer and member of Faith
World Ministries.
Adam Toledo
was killed on March 29,
2021. He was 13 years old,
loved to play with Legos,
say funny jokes and make
others laugh. Adam’s mother says he dreamed of being a police officer.

Daverion Kinard
was killed just hours before
his 29th birthday on Feb.
Daunte Wright
14, 2021.
was killed on April 11,
2021 in Brooklyn Center,
Arnell States
Minn. Daunte Wright was
was killed on Feb. 20, 2021 described as a caring uncle
in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. and a wonderful father. He
States was 39 years old and had an “amazing smile” and
Patrick Lynn Warren
liked to drive around and
was 52 years old when he a father of three.
listen to music “just like
was killed on Jan. 10, 2021.
Donovon W. Lynch
your average 20-year-old.”
He was having mental
was
killed
on
March
26,
health issues and had volBLACK LIVES MATTER
untarily gone to a hospital 2021 in Virginia Beach, Va.
BLACK LIVES MATTER
Lynch was 25 years old.
the day before.
BLACK LIVES MATTER
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Campus-wide Opinion Prompt:
What would you like Dr. Hanycz’s
first actions as president to be?
All members of the Xavier community are encouraged
to submit 300-450 words or 1-2 minute audio clips.
Submissions are due by 1:30 p.m. on Monday, April 26.
Please submit pieces to newswire@xavier.edu
or gstalderc@xavier.edu.
Some submissions will be featured on the Opinions & Editorials
pages in the April 28 edition of Newswire. Other submissions
will be featured on the Debates and Discussions Podcast.
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Xavier wins series against Butler

Offense stays hot, scoring 35 runs in the series as Xavier improves to 14-15
B Y W LL P EMBROKE
6KRZ0DQDJHU
Xavier baseball took on the
Butler Bulldogs at home in a
four-game series last weekend, winning three out of
four games.
Game 1 was not close and
the Musketeers started off
strong with an impressive 9-2
win.
Senior left-hander Nick
Zwack moved to 3-3 on the
year with the win, throwing
seven innings, striking out
five and allowing only one
earned run in a great performance on the mound.
Junior catcher Luke Stephenson had a massive day at
the plate, crushing two home
runs and racking up four runs
batted in. Sophomore outfielder Alex Helmin scored
three times on two hits.
The second game for Xavier produced a similar outcome, with the Musketeers
improving to 2-0 on the series
winning 7-2.
Junior right-hander Lane
Flamm struck out nine hitters and allowed just two
earned runs in a little over
five innings on the bump.
Sophomore
right-handed reliever Michael Dillon
struck out three of five batters to end the game, allowing no earned runs.
Sophomore
outfielders

Photo courtesy of goxavier.com

Xavier baseball won three of four from Butler this weekend, scoring 35 runs across the series. Thanks to
the team’s hit and strikeout totals, the team also raised almost $19,000 for a pediatric cancer charity.

Garrett Schultz and Alex
Helmin each contributed two
hits, with Helmin recording
three RBIs as well.

Game 3 was the lone letdown for the Musketeers,
losing 7-3 despite ending the
game with only two less hits

than the Bulldogs.
It was a tough afternoon
for Xavier’s pitching staff,
walking eight and hitting

three batters with wild pitches. Schultz and junior designated hitter Andrew Walker
tallied two hits apiece.
Xavier found its old form
in a big way for the final game
of the series, dominating Butler with a commanding score
of 16-6.
The Bulldogs used seven
pitchers in the game to try
and slow down the Musketeer
offense to no avail.
Junior
infielder
Jack
Housinger starred with three
hits, two walks and four runs
scored.
Senior infielder Ryan Altenberger recorded two hits
and three RBIs. Junior infielder Jeff Holtz impressed
as well, tallying three hits in
three plate appearances. All
told, Xavier put up 14 hits
and 11 walks in eight innings
of play. The Musketeers have
now won eight of their last
11 games.
After totaling 39 hits and
34 strikeouts during the weekend, the Musketeer baseball
team raised almost $19,000 in
the first four games of their
Pledge It campaign to support VS. cancer, a pediatric
cancer charity.
The campaign will continue as they take on the University of Connecticut Huskies in a four-game series this
weekend.

Taking a look at the MLB a month in the season
Red Sox impress with hot start while the Yankees struggle to hit their stride

B Y J AKE G EIGER
6WDৼ:ULWHU
As we approach three
weeks into the 2021 MLB
season, some trends are starting to form, and we are getting a better idea of who is
looking good and who might
struggle this year.
The Los Angeles Dodgers are off to a historic start
at 14-4, sitting in first place
in the National League West
Division.
Third baseman Justin
Turner and first baseman
Max Muncy are both hitting
above .320 with eight home
runs and 26 combined RBIs.
Pitching well for the
Dodgers are Clayton Kershaw, Walker Buehler and
Trevor Bauer.
All three have earned run
averages (ERA) below 3.00
and each have a win to start
the season well. Closer Kenley Jansen leads the team
with four saves.
The Red Sox are 12-6 to
start the early season. Shortstop Xander Bogaerts is off
to a scorching hot start hitting .393, while designated
hitter J.D. Martinez has six
home runs and 20 RBIs.
Another team off to a
good start is the Los Angeles
Angels. Center fielder Mike

The Yankees are definitely the most surprising out of
the three as they are 6-10 and
have struggled to score runs
with a loaded lineup.
The Cubs did lose a lot of
their core players, so a down
season was expected.
The Astros have gone
through some turmoil the
past few seasons with their
cheating scandal that occurred two years ago. They
begin the season at 7-9 and
search for more consistency.
Leading the league in
home runs is Atlanta Braves
right-fielder Ronald Acuña Jr.
with seven.
J.D. Martinez leads the
league with 20 RBIs while
Turner, Acuña and Naquin
have 16 apiece.
San Francisco Giants Jake
McGee leads the league with
seven saves.
Leading the league in
strikeouts is Indians ace
Shane Bieber with 48. He is
Photo courtesy of creativecommons.org
followed by Corbin Burnes of
The Cincinnati Reds are off to a solid start this year, as they lead the NL Central at 9-6. The Reds have been the Milwaukee Brewers, who
EXR\HGE\VWURQJFRQWULEXWLRQVIURPWKHLURXWÀHOGWULRRI-HVVH:LQNHU7\OHU1DTXLQDQG1LFN&DVWHOODQRV leads the league in earned run
Trout, a multiple time MVP hot start, hitting .295 with are against the division rival average, sporting a sparkling
winner, is hitting .385 with five home runs. Right-fielder St. Louis Cardinals and the 0.37 ERA to start the season.
five home runs and 11 RBIs.
Tyler Naquin is also off to a Los Angeles Dodgers.
Leading the league in batSome teams off to rough ting average is Acuña, who’s
Lastly, the hometown strong start with 16 RBIs and
Cincinnati Reds begin the multiple games with multiple starts are the New York Yan- hitting an impressive .419 to
kees, Chicago Cubs and Hous- start the season for a talented
season at 9-6. Right-fielder home runs.
Nick Castellanos is off to a
The Reds upcoming series ton Astros.
Braves squad.
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Staff writer shows us
fan favorite Vines
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As an angsty tween during
the prime time of Vine, I experienced many of the trends
firsthand while scrolling
through my feed on my iPod
Touch. Needless to say, the resurgence of Vine-based content in the form of compilations on YouTube has brought
me immense joy since the app
was shut down.
When watching these compilations, I am reminded of
some of my favorite Vines
and continue to find hidden
gems years after the platform
ceased to exist.
Here is a list of my top
10 favorite Vines of all time,
which
were painstakingly
selected. I am probably missing some iconic favorites, but
these are my choices:
“I Smell Like Beef ”
This Vine gives off purely
chaotic energy and features
a wonderfully hilarious baby
who has grown up into an
adorable little girl. It simultaneously makes me laugh and
confuses me. I could ask for
nothing more from a Vine.
“Trombone Dad and
Oven Kid”
This cover of the iconic song “Freaks” by Timmy
Trumpet & Savage is immaculate. You wish that you and
your dad were on this level.
“When Will You Learn?”
The shrill screams of this
pre-teen boy will never leave
my brain. I worry that if I
didn’t place this Vine in the
top three, he would hunt me

IN MEMORY OF
ADAM PERKINS (1997-2021)

Newswire photo by Kate Ferrell

Newswire Opinions & Editorials Editor, Charlie Gstalder, can be seen
accurately recreating popular Vine “Lipstick in my Valentino White Bag.”

down and yell at me until I
did.
“Pop These Firecrackers”
The girl in this video starts
off with aggressive confidence
and then ends with sheer panic. Seems like a fitting metaphor for the semester.
“I Wanna Be A Cowboy
Baby”
I cannot explain why I relate so strongly to this sentiment, but I just feel a deep
calling to become a cowboy
every time I watch it. Riding off into the sunset on my
trusty steed seems like a fantastic idea.
“Valentino White Bag”
The sounds that escape this
woman’s mouth out of pure

fear and frustration over the
destruction of her Kardashian
handbag mystify me. I don’t
think anyone will ever be able
to accurately imitate her, but
I don’t think that should ever
stop us from trying.
“Oh My God Cholesterol”
If you need any health food
advice, this Vine is certainly
the content for you. Nutrisystem has nothing on Sabra.
“Tetanus Shot”
Slightly niche? Yes. Hilarious? Also yes. In an era full
of talk about vaccination, it
seems appropriate to have
some ironic anti-vaccination
humor on the list.
“I Want To Be Famous”
I think the little girl in this

Adam Perkins, famed Vine creator, actor and influencer, passed away due to
undisclosed circumstances on April
11,. He is most notably remembered for
his “Welcome to Chili’s” Vine which is
known to this day as one of the most
famous videos from the platform. Newswire mourns the loss of this young soul
and wishes nothing but the best for his
family and friends at this time. Adam,
this page is for you. Rest easy.
Vine and I would have been
the best of friends as children.
Maybe it’s the fact that she is
wearing a princess play dress
or that she’s talking with
her mouth full. Either way, I
feel like we would have had a
strong connection.
“Welcome to Chili’s”
This Vine is one of the
most iconic of all time, and
any list of top 10 Vines would
simply be incomplete without
it. The sheer randomness of
the video lent to its success on
Vine. Beloved by many, it will
hold its long-term status as
one of the classics.

Photo courtesy of creativecommons.org

Latch Relay proves to be posthumously pleasing
B Y G RIFFIN B RAMMER
6WDৼ:ULWHU
In the wake of Vine star
and musician Adam Perkins’
death at 24, his twin brother
Patrick shared Adam’s plans
to re-release his 2018 album.
The album, Latch Relay,
will be released under Plas
Teg Records, a label founded
by Patrick and named after his
late brother’s musical alias, in
order to fulfill Adam’s musical
vision.
In doing my part to keep the
social media legend’s memory
alive, I wanted to dive into
Latch Relay and shine light
on Perkins’ unknown music
career. The first song, “The
Structure,” boldly sets the
tone for the rest of the album
with its hypnotic guitar and
keyboard melodies. You can’t
help but feel a sense of calm
radiate from your speakers.
Then, Perkins’ soulful voice
peeks in, almost like a ghost.
He sings a short but sweet
chorus that seems like nonsense, but is about watching
a movie with the one he loves.

The smooth and low-key
sound carries over to the next
song, “The Engine,” where
the listener has the pleasure
of hearing more of Perkins’
voice.
Over the jazzy piano and
snare, Perkins sings about his
sexuality, his boyfriend and
the car crash that separated
them. While the song doesn’t
clarify if Perkins’ boyfriend
died or had to leave him, it is
clear that, as Perkins picks up
the pace, he truly loved this
man.
This relationship forever changed his life. Then the
song ends abruptly, fading out
to the sounds of traffic on a
city street.
“Redwood Reverie” is the
album’s most popular song,
and deviates the most from the
formula of previous songs.
Starting off
with a
woodsy-sounding guitar riff,
this song feels more folk than
jazz or funk. Although this
seemingly comes out of nowhere, I think it truly serves
to show how versatile Perkins’
music is. The song still lends
itself to the chill-natured vibe

of the rest of the album, and
the lyrics can best be described
as “beautiful nonsense.”
The final song on the album, “Man and the Sea”, is a
powerful closer. Starting with
a familiar and striking piano
melody, coupled with an orchestra of strings, “Man and
the Sea,” has a forceful opening and engaging middle section.
Though it is one of a few
songs on the album without
lyrics, the cool, striking jazz
tune never fails to mesmerize.
Symbolically, this song may
just be the most important, as
it was a joint composition by
Perkins and his brother. Considering how close the twins
were in real life, it’s a bittersweet ending to a phenomenal
album.
It’s easy to look at Perkins’
legacy as the guy who shouted “Welcome to Chili’s” in his
underwear. Latch Relay juxtaposes this legacy and reminds
us that there are two sides to
every person.
Perkins’ music is haunting
in its beauty. It may come off
as experimental, but with its

Photo courtesy of popbuzz.com

Latch Relay, an album by the late vine star Adam Perkins, has made its
way into the spotlight as fans seek comfort in light of his recent passing.

raw production comes raw
emotion. There are eight
songs in total, each unique in
their sound and none failing
to disappoint.
The album is the kind of
thing you listen to on a rainy
night and feel like you’ve

gained new insight on the
world.
It’s a perfect monument to
the genius of a life cut too
short. I hope that, in time, Perkins gets just as much recognition for his music as he did
for Vine. Legitimately, 5/5.
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